GHINON    TO    BLOIS
famous) of the Battle of the Herrings. The professors
of theology present cited the prophecy of Mary of
Avignon and one of them recounted a tale of a group of
armed men who had laid an ambush for Joan on her
journey but had "remained as if nailed to the spot" on
her appearance.
The "ayes" had it. The "noes" were not in very
good odour at the moment, for their policy of never
taking a chance had scarcely justified itself by results.
The aggressive party at court, headed by the king's
mother-in-law, Yolanda of Aragon, Queen of Sicily and
mother of the Rene whom Joan had tried to press into
service at Nancy, was currently organizing an expedition
for the relief of Orleans and footing the bills for it: that
fact gave them a certain influence and predisposed them
to a hope that Joan might be the means of preventing
their money from going down the drain. At least it
was worth trying, for nothing else seemed much use.
The Dauphin wriggled, as he occasionally did, from
under his corpulent favourite's thumb and Joan, after a
delay of two days, was commanded into the royal
presence.
There is a story that as she entered the castle gate a
soldier rode up to her and shouted, "Is that the Maid? 1
Jarnidieu! If I had her for one night I'd not return her
in that condition." To which Joan promptly retorted,
"What! You blaspheme when you are so near death!"
Less than an hour later the man fell into the river and
was drowned. Stories such as these, gaining from repeti-
tion whatever authority they lacked in fact (the ambush
yarn is another of the same kind), were what built up
Joan's first prestige before they supplied the material for
1 Pucelle, with the connotation of virgin.
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